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• r ' ’• 'ne Tirst issue of Omni (Octo¬ 
ber ill?®) to Ms writing i July i98'l. ne nundred sixty-one science-fic¬ 
tion stories have been published in its pages Choosing the best for 
republication has been a challenging task All the stories are read not 
only by the editor, but by his associates who, for each Story, write a 
report made up of a precis and a value judgment Then the editor cogi¬ 
tates and decides 

It is worthy to recall now a very literate young woman's evaluation of 
A Sepulcher of Songs" by Orson Scott Card The report on this bitter¬ 
sweet tale, of a girl with no limbs and the man who tries to keep her from 
running away, concludes "A good and touching idea, presented with 
grace and subtlety The author leaves it up to the reader whether 
Elaine's story is madness ortruth " 

The report on Wiliam Gibson's “Johnny Mnemonic" notes that "man, 
woman, beast, and machine have fused into awesome watihars— 
some of whom are appealing, some of whom aren’t It's a grim tale, but 
t has its comical side, too Villains lurk around every corner Peter Lorre 
and Sidney Greenstreet would be at home here ” 

Born in Berlin in 1927, Paul Wunderlich has been much celebrated 
since the early 1960s His paintings selected here were pulbltuhfd in 
Omni in October 1981 Their personalized, very colorful subject matter 
(its in well with the magazine's celebrated graphics 


























































































































































































JOHNNY MNEMONIC 













illittir: 

' " ? ; ISSSS^SSSSlg&^S 

so P f ?JSdS guf SC S 




















































































JiMIt! filHSi fill HSililllill Ililiffli fllliil f 




















RAUL 

LfULErUDERUCJ-i 


ARTIST 






ev»ia.v±ivic , 'i 























* 

3 












A 

HAKLATU 

EL-usmru 

CELEBRATORJ 





J 










It was the best of all the 
countless lives he'd lived, and 
Walter wanted to stay 

CHAINED 

TO THE FAST LANE 
IN THE 

RED QUEENS RACE 

BY HARLAN ELLISON 
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PAINTING BY ERNST FUCHS 

































HARLAN ELLISON 

AN APPRECIATION BY ROBERT SILVERBERG 
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Faster than light, he had 
but had he ever left home? 

A BRIEF DANCE TO 
THE HUSIC OF THE SPHERES 

BY MICHAEL KURLAND 













































BY MICHAEL CASSUTT 

































a moment's py and laughter, and then 

INTERMEZZO 

BY MELISA MICHAELS 
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Survival depended on 
communion with Eloise 
BY POUL ANDERSON 
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give up anything to find 
the Big Rock Candy Mountain 
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BY RUSSELL M GRIFFIN 



PAINTING BY CRISTOBAL TORAL 


ISIUlili 





























































































































































































































of discontent were springing up 

STANDING WOMAN 
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Born of Hewitson's obsession, the 
machine was built 
to vanquish mankind’s greatest foe 
BY IAN WATSON 

A CAGE FOR DEATH 


PAINTING BY MARSHALL ARISMAN 
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beautiful, graceful, and perfect on the dance 
floor-she was programmed that way 


LAST WALTZ 












































































































GOD IS AN IRON 

She had lived a life of unending pain, 
so it was only natural that her method of committing 
suicide would be through pleasure 
BY SPIDER ROBINSON 



PAINTING BY MARSHALL ARISMAN 
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